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1
ELECTRONIC CLUTCH FOR POWER TOOL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/623,739, filed on Apr. 13, 2012. The
entire disclosure of the above application is incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD

This application relates to power tools such as drills, driv-
ers, and fastening tools, and electronic clutches for power
tools.

BACKGROUND

Many power tools, such as drills, drivers, and fastening
tools, have a mechanical clutch that interrupts power trans-
mission to the output spindle when the output torque exceeds
a threshold value of a maximum torque. Such a clutch is a
purely mechanical device that breaks a mechanical connec-
tion in the transmission to prevent torque from being trans-
mitted from the motor to the output spindle of the tool. The
maximum torque threshold value may be user adjustable,
often by a clutch collar that is attached to the tool between the
tool and the tool holder or chuck. The user may rotate the
clutch collar among a plurality of different positions for dif-
ferent maximum torque settings. The components of
mechanical clutches tend to wear over time, and add exces-
sive bulk and weight to a tool.

Some power tools additionally or alternatively include an
electronic clutch. Such a clutch electronically senses the out-
put torque (e.g., via a torque transducer) or infers the output
torque (e.g., by sensing another parameter such as current
drawn by the motor). When the electronic clutch determines
that the sensed output torque exceeds a threshold value, it
interrupts or reduces power transmission to the output, either
mechanically (e.g., by actuating a solenoid to break a
mechanical connection in the transmission) or electrically
(e.g., by interrupting or reducing current delivered to the
motor, and/or by actively braking the motor). Existing elec-
tronic clutches tend to be overly complex and/or inaccurate.

This section provides background information related to
the present disclosure which is not necessarily prior art.

SUMMARY

This section provides a general summary of the disclosure,
and is not acomprehensive disclosure of its full scope orall of
its features.

In an aspect, a power tool for driving a fastener includes a
housing coupleable to a power source; an output spindle
coupled to a tool holder; a motor disposed in the housing and
having an output shaft; a transmission transmitting torque
from the motor output shaft to the output spindle; a switch for
controlling delivery of power from the power source to the
motor; and an electronic clutch configured to interrupt trans-
mission of torque to the output spindle when a threshold
torque value is exceeded. The electronic clutch includes a
current sensing circuit that generates a sensed current signal
that corresponds to the amount of current being delivered to
the motor; a rotation sensing circuit that generates a sensed
rotation signal that corresponds to at least one of an angular
position, speed, or acceleration of the motor output shaft; and
a controller coupled to the current sensing circuit and the
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rotation sensing circuit. The controller, in a first mode of
operation, initiates a first protective action to interrupt trans-
mission of torque to the output spindle when the sensed
rotation signal indicates that the rotational speed of the motor
is decreasing and the sensed current signal exceeds a first
current threshold value.

Implementations of this aspect may include one or more of
the following features. The power source may include a bat-
tery coupled to the housing. The motor may be a brushless
motor. The switch may be a variable speed trigger. The vari-
able speed trigger may be coupled to the controller and the
controller may output a pulse width modulation (PWM) sig-
nal to the motor based upon how far the trigger is depressed.
The rotation sensing circuit may include a rotation sensor,
e.g., one or more Hall sensors in the motor. The current
sensing circuit includes a current sensor, e.g., a shunt resistor
in series with the motor. The first protective action may
include one or more of interrupting power to the motor, reduc-
ing power to the motor, braking the motor, and/or actuating a
mechanical clutch element. The controller may initiate the
first protective action only if the controller has previously
determined that the sensed current signal exceeds a second
current threshold value that is different than the first current
threshold value.

The controller may initiate a second protective action to
interrupt transmission of torque to the output spindle when
the controller determines that the trigger has been actuated a
second time while continuing to drive the same fastener after
the first protective action. The controller may initiate the
second protective action when the sensed rotation signal indi-
cates that the amount of time for a given amount of angular
rotation of the motor output shaft is between a minimum
threshold value and a maximum threshold value, and when
the current signal indicates exceeds a third current threshold
value that is less than the first current threshold value. The
second protective action may include at least one of interrupt-
ing power to the motor, reducing power to the motor, braking
the motor, and/or actuating a mechanical clutch element.

The power tool may include a clutch setting switch for
changing a torque setting of the electronic clutch. The clutch
setting switch may be in the form of a rotatable collar proxi-
mate the tool holder. A clutch setting circuit may generate a
clutch setting signal that corresponds to a position of the
clutch setting switch. The clutch setting circuit may include a
membrane potentiometer and a pressure pin or stylus coupled
to the clutch collar such that rotation of the clutch collar
causes the stylus to move across the membrane potentiometer
to change the resistance of the membrane potentiometer. The
clutch setting switch may include a setting for a drill mode.
When the clutch setting signal indicates that the clutch setting
switch is in the drill mode, the controller deactivates the
electronic clutch. The clutch setting switch may also include
one or more settings for no-hub modes. When the clutch
setting signal indicates that one or more of the no-hub modes
has been selected, the controller may limit the PWM duty
cycle to be less than a maximum duty cycle (e.g., approxi-
mately 50% of the maximum duty cycle).

The transmission may comprise a multi-speed transmis-
sion, where the speed setting can be changed by a selector
switch on an exterior of the housing. A speed selector circuit
may generate a speed selector signal that corresponds to a
position of the selector switch. The speed selector circuit may
include a membrane potentiometer and a pressure pin or
stylus coupled to the speed selector switch such that move-
ment of the speed selector switch causes the stylus to move
across the membrane potentiometer to change the resistance
of the membrane potentiometer.
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The electronic clutch may include a memory with a look-
up table that includes one or more of: (1) a plurality of first
current threshold values; (2) a plurality of second current
threshold values; (3) a plurality of third current threshold
values; (4) a plurality of minimum threshold values and/or (5)
aplurality of maximum threshold values. In the look-up table,
each combination of clutch threshold values may correspond
to a combination of one or more of: (a) a clutch setting signal;
(b) a speed selector signal; and (c) a PWM duty cycle. The
controller may use the look-up table to select one or more of
the clutch threshold values based upon one or more of: (a) the
clutch setting signal; (b) the speed selector signal; and (c) the
PWM duty cycle

In another aspect, a power tool for driving a fastener
includes a housing coupleable to a power source; an output
spindle coupled to a tool holder; a motor disposed in the
housing and having an output shaft; a transmission transmit-
ting torque from the motor output shaft to the output spindle;
a switch for controlling delivery of power from the power
source to the motor; and a clutch setting switch that is move-
able relative to the housing to select a clutch setting of the
power tool. The clutch setting switch includes an electronic
clutch setting sensor that generates a signal corresponding the
clutch setting. The clutch setting sensor includes a membrane
potentiometer that is stationary relative to the housing, and a
pressure pin that moves with the clutch collar along the mem-
brane potentiometer to change the resistance of the mem-
brane potentiometer.

In another aspect, a power tool for driving a fastener
includes a housing coupleable to a power source; an output
spindle coupled to a tool holder; a motor disposed in the
housing and having an output shaft; a multi-speed transmis-
sion transmitting torque from the motor output shaft to the
output spindle; a switch for controlling delivery of power
from the power source to the motor; and a speed selection
switch that is moveable relative to the housing to select a
speed setting of the multi-speed transmission. The speed
selection switch includes an electronic speed setting sensor
that generates a signal corresponding the speed setting. The
speed setting sensor includes a membrane potentiometer that
is stationary relative to the housing, and a pressure pin that
moves with the speed selector switch along the membrane
potentiometer to change the resistance of the membrane
potentiometer.

Advantages may include one or more of the following. The
electronic clutch is very accurate while not requiring a great
deal of processing power. The electronic clutch provides the
user with a reliable clutch, comparable in performance to a
mechanical clutch, without the added length, girth, or weight,
in a compact and economical package that is inexpensive.
These and other advantages and features will be apparent
from the description and the drawings.

Further areas of applicability will become apparent from
the description provided herein. The description and specific
examples in this summary are intended for purposes of illus-
tration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the
present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustrative purposes
only of selected embodiments and not all possible implemen-
tations, and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 1A is an illustration of an embodiment of a power tool
that includes an embodiment of an electronic clutch

25

35

40

45

60

65

4

FIG. 1B is a schematic diagram of the electronic clutch of
the tool of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 2 and 3 are graphs illustrating operation of the elec-
tronic clutch of the tool of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the electronic
clutch of the tool of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of the tool of FIG. 1,
illustrating the speed selector switch.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are partial cross-sectional views of the tool of
FIG. 1, illustrating the clutch setting collar and clutch setting
sensor.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example soft braking
technique for the motor.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a motor pulsing scheme
which provides haptic feedback to the tool operator.

Corresponding reference numerals indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIGS. 1A, 5, and 6, a power tool, e.g., a power
drill/driver 10, has a housing 12, a motor 14 contained in the
housing 12, and a switch 16 (e.g., a variable speed trigger)
coupled to the housing for selectively actuating and control-
ling the speed of the motor 14 (e.g., by controlling a pulse
width modulation (PWM) signal delivered to the motor 14).
In one embodiment, the motor is a brushless or electronically
commutated motor, although the motor may be another type
otf’brushed DC or universal motor. Extending downward from
the housing 12 is a handle 18 with a battery 20 or other source
of power (e.g., alternating current cord or compressed air
source) coupled to a distal end 22 of the handle 18. An output
spindle 24 is proximate a front end 25 of the housing 12 and
is coupled to a tool holder 26 for holding a power tool acces-
sory, e.g., a tool bit such as a drill bit or a screwdriver bit. In
the illustrated example of FIG. 1A, the tool holder 26 is a
keyless chuck, although it should be understood that the tool
holder can have other configurations such as a quick release
tool holder, a hex tool holder, or a keyed chuck. An output
shaft 32 extends from the motor 14 to a transmission 100 that
transmits power from the output shaft 32 to the output spindle
24 and to the tool holder 26. The power tool further includes
a clutch setting switch or collar 27 that is used to adjust a
clutch setting of the electronic clutch described below. The
power tool may also include a speed selector switch 29 for
selecting the speed reduction setting of the transmission.

Referring to FIG. 1B, the power tool 10 has an electronic
clutch 40 that includes a controller, 42, a current sensing
circuit 44, and a position sensing circuit 46. The current
sensing circuit 44 includes a current sensor 48 (e.g., a shunt
resistor) that senses the amount of current being delivered to
the motor and provides a current sensing signal correspond-
ing to the sensed current to the controller 42. The rotation
sensing circuit 46 includes one or more rotation sensors 50
that sense changes in the angular position of the motor output
shaft and provides a signal corresponding to the angular rota-
tion, speed, and/or acceleration of the motor to the controller.

In one embodiment, the controller 42 is further defined as
a microcontroller. In other embodiments, controller refer to,
be part of, or include an electronic circuit, an Application
Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC), a processor (shared, dedi-
cated, or group) and/or memory (shared, dedicated, or group)
that execute one or more software or firmware programs, a
combinational logic circuit, and/or other suitable components
that provide the described functionality.

In one embodiment, the position sensors can be the Hall
sensors that are already part of a brushless motor. For
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example, the power tool may include a three-phase brushless
motor, where the rotor includes a four pole magnet, and there
are three Hall sensors positioned at 120° intervals around the
circumference of the rotor. As the rotor rotates, each Hall
sensor senses when one of the poles of the four pole magnet
passes over the Hall sensor. Thus, the Hall sensors can sense
each time the rotor, and thus the output shaft, rotates by an
increment of 60°.

In one embodiment, the rotation sensing circuit can use the
signals from the Hall sensors to infer or calculate the amount
of angular rotation, speed, and/or acceleration of the rotor.
For example, the rotation sensing circuit includes a clock or
counter that counts the amount of time or the number of
counts between each 60° rotation of the rotor. The controller
can use this information to calculate or infer the amount of
angular rotation, speed, and/or acceleration of the motor.

The electronic clutch 40 may also include a clutch setting
circuit 52. The clutch setting circuit 52 includes a clutch
setting sensor that senses the setting set of the clutch setting
collar 27 and that provides a signal corresponding to that
clutch setting to the controller. In one embodiment, as illus-
trated in FIGS. 6 and 7, the clutch collar 27 is coupled to a
pressure pin or stylus in the form ofa spring 70 with a stamped
feature where the spring 70 biases the stamped feature against
a clutch setting sensor in the form of a membrane potentiom-
eter 74. The spring 70 is affixed to the clutch collar 27 by a
heat stake 72 so that the spring 70 and clutch collar 27 rotate
together with the clutch collar, while the membrane potenti-
ometer 74 remains stationary. A membrane potentiometer
comprises a flat, semi-conductive strip or membrane 75
whose resistance changes when pressure is applied in differ-
ent locations along the membrane. The membrane can be
composed of a variety of materials, such as PET, foil, FR4,
and/or Kapton. The membrane potentiometer 74 is in the
form of a semi-circle, so that as the stylus moves along the
membrane, the resistance changes. Thus, by sensing the volt-
age at the output of the membrane potentiometer, the clutch
setting circuit 52 can sense the position or clutch setting of the
clutch collar 27. In other embodiments, the clutch collar 27
may be coupled to another type of potentiometer or variable
resistor, to another type of sensor such as one or more Hall
effect sensors, or using a switch, or to another type of switch
such as a multi-pole switch, to sense position of the clutch
collar 27.

The clutch setting switch may also include a setting for a
drill mode. When the clutch setting signal indicates that the
clutch setting switch is in the drill mode, the controller deac-
tivates the electronic clutch. The clutch setting switch may
also include one or more settings for no-hub modes. When the
clutch setting signal indicates that one or more of the no-hub
modes has been selected, the controller may limit the PWM
duty cycle to be less than a maximum duty cycle (e.g.,
approximately 50% of the maximum duty cycle)

Referring to FIG. 5, in an embodiment, the transmission
100 comprises a multi-speed transmission having a plurality
of gears and settings that allow the speed reduction through
the transmission to be changed, in a manner well understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the transmission 100 comprises a multi-stage planetary
gear set 102, with each stage having an input sun gear, a
plurality of planet gears meshed with the sun gears and pinned
to a rotatable planet carrier, and a ring gear meshed with and
surrounding the planet gears. For each stage, if a ring gear is
rotationally fixed relative to the housing, the planet gears orbit
the sun gear when the sun gear rotates, transferring power at
a reduced speed to their planet carrier, thus causing a speed
reduction through that stage. If a ring gear is allowed to rotate
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relative to the housing, then the sun gear causes the planet
carrier to rotate at the same speed as the sun gear, causing no
speed reduction through that stage. By varying which one or
ones of the stages have the ring gears are fixed against rota-
tion, one can control the total amount of speed reduction
through the transmission, and thus adjust the speed setting of
the transmission (e.g., among high, medium, and low). In the
illustrated embodiment, this adjustment of the speed setting is
achieved via a shift ring 104 that surrounds the ring gears and
that is shiftable along the axis of the output shaft to lock
different stages of the ring gears against rotation. The speed
selector switch 29 is coupled to the shift ring 104 by spring
biased pins so that axial movement of the speed selector
switch 29 causes the axial movement of the shift ring 104.
Further details regarding an exemplary multi-speed transmis-
sion is described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,452,304 which is incor-
porated by reference in its entirety. It should be understood
that other types of multi-speed transmissions and other
mechanisms for shifting the transmission among the speeds is
within the scope of this application.

The electronic clutch includes a speed selector circuit 54
that senses the position of the speed selector switch 29 to
determine which speed setting has been selected by the user.
In one embodiment, the speed selector switch 29 is coupled to
a pressure pin or stylus 88 that is biased downwardly by a
spring 90 against a speed setting sensor in the form of a linear
membrane potentiometer 86. The stylus 88 and spring 90
move linearly with the speed selector switch 29, while the
membrane potentiometer 86 remains stationary, such that the
resistance of the membrane potentiometer 86 changes with
different speed settings. Thus, by sensing the voltage drop
across the membrane potentiometer 86, the speed selector
circuit 52 can sense the position or speed setting of the speed
selector switch 29, and provides a signal corresponding to the
speed setting to the controller 42. In other embodiments, the
speed selector switch may be coupled to another type of
potentiometer or variable resistor, to another type of sensor
such as one or more Hall effect sensors, or to another type of
switch, such as a multi-pole switch, to sense position of the
speed selector switch.

Referring to FIG. 2, in a first mode of operation, the elec-
tronic clutch determines when the desired torque or clutch
setting has been reached or exceeded based upon satisfaction
of the following conditions: (1) the current to the motor
(indicated by line 60 in FIG. 2) has exceeded a first current
threshold value for when the fastener should be seated
(I_seat); (2) the motor speed (indicated by line 62 in FIG. 2)
has started to decrease (which can be determined by sensing
the change in angular speed over time); and (3) while the
angular speed is decreasing, the current being drawn by the
motor is greater than a maximum threshold value (I_e) that is
greater than [_seat. Satisfaction of these conditions indicates
that the torque has reached or exceeded its desired setting. If
these conditions are satisfied, the controller initiates a first
protective action to interrupt torque transmission to the output
spindle e.g., by interrupting power to the motor, reducing
power to the motor, and/or actively braking the motor (e.g., by
shorting across the windings of the motor).

In one embodiment, a soft braking scheme is employed as
the protective operation as shown in FIG. 8. When conditions
triggering the protective operation have been met, power to
the motor is cut off and the motor is permitted to coast 81 for
a predefined period of time (e.g., 10-30 milliseconds). The
PWM signal is then reapplied to the motor as indicated at 82.
The signal is initially applied at a 100% duty cycle and then
gradually decreased to a much lower duty cycle (e.g., 3%).
The PWM signal continues to be applied to the motor for a
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period of time as indicated at 84 before being set of zero (i.e.,
interrupting power to the motor). It is envisioned that the
signal applied to the motor during braking may be decreased
linearly, exponentially, or in accordance with some other
function from 100%. In other embodiments, the PWM signal
may also be ramped up linearly, exponentially or in accor-
dance with some other function from zero to 100%. Other
variants for the soft braking of the motor are also contem-
plated by this disclosure. Moreover, other types of protective
operations fall with the scope of this disclosure.

The drill/driver 10 may be configured to provide a user
perceptible output which indicates the occurrence of the pro-
tective operation. In one example embodiment, the user is
provided with haptic feedback to indicate the occurrence of
the protective operation. By driving the motor back and forth
quickly between clockwise and counter-clockwise, the motor
can be used to generate a vibration of the housing which is
perceptible to the tool operator. The magnitude of a vibration
is dictated by a ratio of on time to off time; whereas, the
frequency of a vibration is dictated by the time span between
vibrations. The duty cycle of the signal delivered to the motor
is set (e.g., 10%) so that the signal does not cause the motor to
rotate. In the case of a conventional H-bridge motor drive
circuit, the field effect transistors in the bridge circuit are
selectively open and closed to change the current flow direc-
tion and therefore the rotational direction of the motor.

In another example embodiment, the haptic feedback is
generated using a different type of pulsing scheme. Rather
than waiting to reach the maximum threshold value, the con-
trol algorithm can begin providing haptic feedback prior to
reaching the maximum threshold value. The feedback is trig-
gered when the torque (as indicated for example by the moni-
tored current) reaches a trip current I_t which is set at a value
lower than the maximum threshold current. The value of the
trip current may be defined as a function of the trigger posi-
tion, transmission speed and/or clutch setting in a manner
similar to the other threshold values.

During tool operation, the torque output may ramp up as
shown in F1G. 9. When the current exceeds the trip current I _t,
the controller will begin to pulse the motor as shown. In an
exemplary embodiment, the motor is driven by the pulses
only in the same direction as the motor was being driven when
is reached the trip current. As the motor is energized and then
de-energized by the pulses, a vibration of the housing is
generated, such that the vibration is perceptible to the tool
operator is generated. Pulses (TP1, TP2, TP3 ... TPn) gradu-
ally increase in amplitude until the current exceeds the maxi-
mum threshold current I_e and the tool is shutdown.

During pulsing, the tool operator can stop the drill by
releasing the trigger. As the pulsed amplitude increases, the
modulated frequency between pulses will also change to fur-
ther improve precise control of seating the fastener. The pulse
frequency can be set as a function of trigger position, trans-
mission speed and/or clutch setting and can change as current
approaches the maximum threshold current. The off time
between pulses is preferably equal to a zero output power so
it does not drive the fastener during the short duration. It may
be desirable, however, to increase the off time during the
application to match the slop increase until tool shutdown is
reached. This type of operation enables the user to achieve an
installation torque that is below the torque which corresponds
to the maximum threshold current. Other schemes for vibrat-
ing the tool are also contemplated by this disclosure. Alter-
natively or additionally, other types of feedback (e.g., visual
or audible) may be used to indicate the occurrence of the
protective operation.
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Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, in a second mode of operation,
the electronic clutch prevents torque from being transmitted
to the output spindle if the user actuates the trigger a subse-
quent time after the first protective operation in an attempt to
continue driving the same fastener. In the second mode of
operation, when this event happens, the change in angular
position of the motor output shaft over time (indicated by line
64 in F1G. 3) tends to be very small while the current drawn by
the motor (indicated by line 66 in FIG. 2) tends to quickly
spike above a minimum value (I_min). If the amount of time
or the number of counts that the motor shaft takes to rotate by
60° is greater than a minimum threshold value (6_min) and
less than a maximum threshold value (6_max), and the sensed
current is above I_min, the controller initiates a second pro-
tective operation to interrupt torque transmission to the output
spindle, e.g., interrupting power to the motor, reducing power
to the motor, and/or actively braking the motor.

The flow chart in FIG. 4 illustrates a method or algorithm
implemented by the electronic clutch and controller in the
first and second modes of operation. At step 110, power is
delivered to start the motor. The conditions for the secondary
function (or second mode of operation) are then checked first.
At step 112, the algorithm determines whether the number of
counts for a change in angular position 8 of the rotor is
between 6_min and 6_max. If so, then at step 114, the algo-
rithm determines whether the sensed current I is greater than
I_min. If so, then at step 116, the controller initiates a protec-
tive operation, e.g., by interrupting power to the motor, reduc-
ing power to the motor, actively braking the motor, and/or
actuating a mechanical clutch. If one or both of the conditions
for the secondary function is not satisfied, the algorithm pro-
ceeds to evaluate the primary function (or first mode of opera-
tion).

At step 118, the controller determines whether the sensed
current [ is greater than the threshold value for when the
fastener should be seated (I_seat). Once this threshold has
been exceeded, at step 119, the controller determines the
slope of the motor speed curve (i.e., whether the motor speed
is increasing or decreasing). This can be done by storing in a
memory sequential values for the amount of time or the
number of counts for each 60° rotation of the motor shaft
(determined, e.g., by using a clock, timer, or counter to deter-
mine the amount of time the rotor takes to rotate by 60° as
sensed by the Hall sensors in the motor). If the amount of time
(or the number of counts) for each 60° rotation is increasing,
this indicates that the motor speed is decreasing. Conversely,
if the amount of time (or the number of counts) for each 60°
rotation is decreasing, this indicates that the motor speed is
increasing. If; at step 120, it is determined that the speed is
decreasing, then at step 122, the controller determines
whether the sensed current I is greater than the maximum
threshold current I_e. If each of these conditions are satisfied,
then at step 123 the controller initiates a protective operation,
e.g., interrupts power to the motor, reduces power to the
motor, actively brakes the motor, and/or actuates a mechani-
cal clutch.

The method or algorithm may also result in an abnormal
clutch condition. If, at step 120 it is determined that the slope
of the speed curve is not decreasing (i.e., the rotor is not
decreasing in speed), then at step 124, the sensed current I is
compared to the maximum current I_e. If the sensed current |
is greater than the maximum current I_e, then at step 126 the
controller interrupts the current to the motor, reduces power
to the motor, and/or actively brakes the motor. This is consid-
ered to be an abnormal trip of the electronic clutch.

The values of the threshold values of 6_min, 6_max,
I_min, I_seat,and I_ecanbe varied depending on one or more
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of'the clutch setting (S), the selected speed of the transmission
(W), and the duty cycle of the PWM signal (which corre-
sponds to the amount of trigger travel). The electronic clutch
may include a memory 45 coupled to the controller. The
memory may include a look-up table that correlates combi-
nations of values for the clutch setting, the speed setting, and
the PWM duty cycle, to the threshold values of 6_min,
0_max, I_min, I_seat, and I_e. The controller may use the
look-up table to select one or more of the threshold values of
0_min, 0_max, I_min, I_seat, and I_e, based upon the
selected clutch setting, the selected speed setting, and the
amount of trigger travel or PWM duty cycle. For example, for
clutch setting 1, speed setting 1, and a PWM duty cycle of
75-100% of maximum, the threshold values of 6_min,
0_max, I_min, I_seat, and I_e may be 1170 counts/60° rota-
tion, 2343 counts/60° rotation, 2.0 amps, 3.1 amps, and 5.1
amps, respectively. In another examples, for clutch setting 3,
speed setting 2, and a PWM duty cycle of 25-50% of maxi-
mum, the threshold values of 6_min, 6_max, I_min, I_seat,
and 1_e may be 1170 counts/60° rotation, 2343 counts/60°
rotation, 4.0 amps, 6.7 amps, and 8.7 amps, respectively. In
general, the threshold values increases with an increase in
motor speed (caused by either an increase in duty cycle or a
change in gear setting) as well as with an increase in the
desired clutch setting. It should be understood that the thresh-
old values in the look-up table may be derived empirically and
will vary based on many factors such as the type of power
tool, the size of the motor, the voltage of the battery, etc. In
addition, it should be understood that the look-up table can
include fewer parameters used to determine the threshold
values (e.g., only clutch setting, but not speed setting or PWM
duty), and/or only some of the threshold values of 6_min,
0_max, I_min, I_seat, and I_e). In addition, the look-up table
may be divided into multiple look-up tables for different
modes of operation.

In another embodiment, the clutch setting switch may also
include one or more settings for a “no-hub mode.” In this
mode, the tool is used to apply a precise amount of torque for
applications related to plumbing, such as tightening a clamp-
ing band on a no-hub pipe coupling (known as no-hub bands).
In one such embodiment, a user selects between a first, low
torque setting and a second, high torque setting. When the
clutch setting signal indicates that one or more of the no-hub
modes has been selected, the controller, in addition to looking
up the threshold values 6_min, 6_max, I_min, I_seat,andI_e,
may also limit the PWM duty cycle to be less than a maximum
duty cycle (e.g., approximately 50% of the maximum duty
cycle). This is done in order to obtain a more accurate result
when clamping no-hub bands.

In some embodiments, the techniques described herein
may be implemented by one or more computer programs
executed by one or more processors (e.g., controller 42) resid-
ing in the drill/driver 10. The computer programs include
processor-executable instructions that are stored on a non-
transitory tangible computer readable medium. The computer
programs may also include stored data. Non-limiting
examples of the non-transitory tangible computer readable
medium are nonvolatile memory, magnetic storage, and opti-
cal storage.

Some portions of the above description present the tech-
niques described herein in terms of algorithms and symbolic
representations of operations on information. These algorith-
mic descriptions and representations are the means used by
those skilled in the data processing arts to most effectively
convey the substance of their work to others skilled in the art.
These operations, while described functionally or logically,
are understood to be implemented by computer programs.
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Furthermore, it has also proven convenient at times to refer to
these arrangements of operations as modules or by functional
names, without loss of generality.

Unless specifically stated otherwise as apparent from the
above discussion, it is appreciated that throughout the
description, discussions utilizing terms such as “processing”
or “computing” or “calculating” or “determining” or “dis-
playing” or the like, refer to the action and processes of a
computer system, or similar electronic computing device,
that manipulates and transforms data represented as physical
(electronic) quantities within the computer system memories
orregisters or other such information storage, transmission or
display devices.

Certain aspects of the described techniques include process
steps and instructions described herein in the form of an
algorithm. It should be noted that the described process steps
and instructions could be embodied in software, firmware or
hardware.

The foregoing description of the embodiments has been
provided for purposes of illustration and description. It is not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the disclosure. Individual
elements or features of a particular embodiment are generally
not limited to that particular embodiment, but, where appli-
cable, are interchangeable and can be used in a selected
embodiment, even if not specifically shown or described. The
same may also be varied in many ways. Such variations are
not to be regarded as a departure from the disclosure, and all
such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of controlling operation of a power tool having
an electric motor drivably coupled to an output spindle, com-
prising:
receiving, by a controller residing in the power tool, an
input indicative of a clutch setting for an electronic
clutch, the clutch setting being selectable from a plural-
ity of driver modes and each of the plurality of driver
modes specifies a different value of torque at which to
interrupt transmission of torque to the output spindle;

setting, by the controller, the value of a maximum current
threshold in accordance with the selected one of the
plurality of driver modes;

determining, by the controller, rotational speed of the elec-

tric motor;

determining, by the controller, an amount of current being

delivered to the electric motor;

comparing, by the controller, the amount of current being

delivered to the electric motor to the maximum current
threshold; and

interrupting transmission of torque to the output spindle

when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the maximum current threshold and
the rotational speed of the electric motor is decreasing.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising

receiving, by the controller, an input indicative of a drill

mode as a clutch setting for the electronic clutch; and
disregarding, by the controller, torque applied to the output
spindle when the clutch setting is in drill mode.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving an input further
comprises capturing the input using a collar integrated into a
housing of the power tool and moveable relative thereto,
wherein the collar is interfaced with a membrane potentiom-
eter that outputs a signal indicative of a clutch setting to the
controller.
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4. The method of claim 1 wherein determining rotational
speed further comprises counting number of revolutions of
the electric motor during a given time period using a Hall
effect sensor.
5. The method of claim 1 further comprising
receiving, by the controller, a secondary input indicative of
a speed setting for a transmission; and

setting, by the controller, the value of a maximum current
threshold in accordance with the speed setting and the
selected one of the plurality of driver modes.

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising

receiving, by the controller, an indicator for position of a

trigger switch, where the trigger switch operates to con-
trol quantity of current delivered to the electric motor;
and

setting, by the controller, the value of a maximum current

threshold in accordance with the indicator of trigger
position and the selected one of the plurality of driver
modes.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein comparing the amount of
current being delivered to the electric motor to the maximum
current threshold further comprises:

comparing the amount of current being delivered to the

electric motor to an intermediate current threshold,
where the value of the intermediate current threshold is
less than the maximum current threshold;
determining whether the rotational speed of the electric
motor is decreasing, the determination being performed
when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the intermediate current threshold;

comparing the amount of current being delivered to the
electric motor to the maximum current threshold, the
comparison being performed when the amount of cur-
rent being delivered to the electric motor exceeds the
first current threshold and the rotational speed of the
electric motor is decreasing; and

interrupting transmission of torque to the output spindle

when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the maximum current threshold.
8. The method of claim 1 wherein interrupting transmis-
sion of torque further comprises at least one of interrupting
electrical power to the electric motor, reducing electrical
power to the electric motor, braking the electric motor and
actuating a mechanical clutch disposed between the electrical
motor and the output spindle.
9. A method of controlling operation of a power tool having
an electric motor drivably coupled to an output spindle, com-
prising:
receiving, by a controller residing in the power tool, an
input indicative of a clutch setting for an electronic
clutch, the clutch setting being selectable from a plural-
ity of driver modes and each of the plurality of driver
modes specifies a different value of torque at which to
interrupt transmission of torque to the output spindle;

determining, by the controller, an amount of current being
delivered to the electric motor;

determining, by the controller, rotational speed of the elec-

tric motor; and

monitoring, by the controller, torque applied to the output

spindle when the clutch setting is in a select one of the
plurality of driver modes, wherein monitoring torque
further includes

comparing the amount of current being delivered to the

electric motor to a first current threshold;

determining whether the rotational speed of the electric

motor is decreasing, the determination being performed
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when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the first current threshold;

comparing the amount of current being delivered to the
electric motor to a second current threshold, the com-
parison being performed when the amount of current
being delivered to the electric motor exceeds the first
current threshold and the rotational speed of the electric
motor is decreasing, where the value of the second cur-
rent threshold is larger than the first current threshold;
and

interrupting transmission of torque to the output spindle

without the use of a mechanical clutch when the amount
of current being delivered to the electric motor exceeds
the second current threshold.

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising

receiving, by the controller, an input indicative of a drill

mode as a clutch setting for the electronic clutch; and
disregarding, by the controller, torque applied to the output
spindle when the clutch setting is in drill mode.
11. The method of claim 9 wherein receiving an input
further comprises capturing the input using a collar integrated
into a housing of the power tool and moveable relative
thereto, wherein the collar is interfaced with a membrane
potentiometer that outputs a signal indicative of a clutch
setting to the controller.
12. The method of claim 9 wherein determining rotational
speed further comprises counting number of revolutions of
the electric motor during a given time period using a Hall
effect sensor.
13. The method of claim 9 further comprising
receiving, by the controller, a secondary input indicative of
a speed setting for a transmission; and

setting, by the controller, the value of a maximum current
threshold in accordance with the speed setting and the
selected one of the plurality of driver modes.

14. The method of claim 9 further comprising

receiving, by the controller, an indicator for position of a

trigger switch, where the trigger switch operates to con-
trol quantity of current delivered to the electric motor;
and

setting, by the controller, the value of a maximum current

threshold in accordance with the indicator of trigger
position and the selected one of the plurality of driver
modes.

15. The method of claim 9 wherein interrupting transmis-
sion of torque further comprises at least one of interrupting
electrical power to the electric motor, reducing electrical
power to the electric motor, braking the electric motor and
actuating a mechanical clutch disposed between the electrical
motor and the output spindle.

16. A method of controlling operation of a power tool
having an electric motor drivably coupled to an output
spindle, comprising:

determining, by a controller residing in the power tool,

whether a switch has been activated to deliver power to
the electric motor;

determining, by the controller, rotational speed of the elec-

tric motor;

determining, by the controller, an amount of current being

delivered to the electric motor;

comparing, by the controller, the amount of current being

delivered to the electric motor to a maximum current
threshold;

interrupting transmission of torque to the output spindle

when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the maximum current threshold and
the rotational speed of the electric motor is decreasing;
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determining, by the controller, whether the switch has been
activated within a predetermined time period after inter-
rupting transmission of torque to the output spindle; and

interrupting transmission of torque to the output spindle
when the switch has been activated within a predeter-
mined time period after interrupting transmission of
torque to the output spindle and the amount of current
being delivered to the electric motor exceeds a second
current threshold value that is less than the maximum
current threshold.
17. The method of claim 16 wherein transmission of torque
to the output shaft is interrupted only upon the controller
further determining that an amount of time for an predeter-
mined amount of angular rotation of a motor output shaft is
between a minimum threshold value and a maximum thresh-
old value.
18. The method of claim 16 further comprising
receiving, by the controller, an input indicative of a clutch
setting for an electronic clutch, the clutch setting being
selectable from a drill mode and a plurality of driver
modes, where each of the plurality of driver modes
specifies a different value of torque at which to interrupt
transmission of torque to the output spindle; and

setting, by the controller, the value of the maximum thresh-
old value in accordance with the selected one of the
plurality of driver modes.
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19. The method of claim 16 further comprising

receiving, by the controller, an input indicative of a drill
mode as a clutch setting for the electronic clutch; and

disregarding, by the controller, torque applied to the output
spindle when the clutch setting is in drill mode.

20. The method of claim 16 wherein comparing the amount
of current being delivered to the electric motor to the maxi-
mum current threshold further comprises:

comparing the amount of current being delivered to the

electric motor to an intermediate current threshold,
where the value of the intermediate current threshold is
less than the maximum current threshold;
determining whether the rotational speed of the electric
motor is decreasing, the determination being performed
when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the intermediate current threshold;

comparing the amount of current being delivered to the
electric motor to the maximum current threshold, the
comparison being performed when the amount of cur-
rent being delivered to the electric motor exceeds the
first current threshold and the rotational speed of the
electric motor is decreasing; and

interrupting transmission of torque to the output spindle

when the amount of current being delivered to the elec-
tric motor exceeds the maximum current threshold.
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